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This time of year is always a busy one at Buckeye 
Central as I’m sure it is for many of you. As 
I reflect on recent events and anticipate the 
Christmas Holiday and New Year, I’m thankful 
that we can enjoy this busyness of life together 
within our school family.
School Board  Speaking of recent events, 
congratulations to Lisa Aichholz and Chris Martin 
who were reelected to the board of education 
on November 2. This is their second and third 
term, respectively. I’d also like to welcome Adam 
Dallas, who was elected to serve his first term on 
the Board.
On behalf of Buckeye Central Schools, I extend 
a heartfelt thanks to current Board president, 
Beth Diesch, for her exemplary service over the past eight years. 
Her term ends December 31, but the path of excellence she and her 
colleagues established will provide a solid foundation for the district 
for years to come. 
Veterans Day, Kindness Day  In other recent events, Buckeye 
Central honored our country’s service members through various 
activities on Veterans Day. We also celebrated World Kindness Day 
through a month-long series of activities in the middle school. You 
can read more about these throughout this newsletter. 
Top Priorities: Safety, Security  The safety and security of our 
staff and students are our top priorities. As a result, the district recently 
submitted an update to its Emergency Operations Plan to the Ohio 
Department of Education and Homeland Security for their review 
and approval. Additionally, we partnered with the Crawford County 
Department of Health to offer staff flu and COVID-19 booster shots. 
Winter Sports  Our winter sports seasons are now underway! Full 
schedules can be found on the district’s website and the Buckeye 
Central app. We hope you will join us in supporting our student-
athletes by attending a game or meet. 
In Need of a Bus Driver  In other news, we are steadfastly 
seeking a bus driver to cover a regular route. If you or someone you 
know is interested, please apply at buckeye-central.org under the 
Employment tab or call Deb Briggs at (419) 492-2864. Bus drivers are 
critical members of our district team. They are the first to greet our 
students each morning and are responsible for returning them home 
safely at the end of each day.  

Buckeye Central Enjoying Busy Season
Superintendent’s Update:

Winter Break  Our winter break is just around 
the corner. There will be No School Dec. 23, 
2021 - Jan. 3, 2022. Please note that students 
were originally scheduled to return to school Jan. 
3. The district calendar was recently revised to 
incorporate two additional professional days. Jan. 
3 will give students an additional day to spend 
with their families over this year’s abbreviated 
break, and provide staff with an extra day to 
prepare for the second semester of the school 
year. 
Additionally, there will be No School Jan. 31. Staff 
will be participating in a day-long program on 
social-emotional and mental health awareness so 
they can best help students, many of whom are 

continuing to struggle with the events of the past two years. 
Pioneer Career & Technical Center (PCTC) students will follow the 
career center’s calendar and will attend their school program on these 
two dates. The PCTC shuttle will run from the high school at the regular 
time. We are confident these calendar revisions are in the best interest 
of our school community, and we appreciate your flexibility. 
As you go through this busy season of life, I trust that you will also 
find time to be thankful. As always, thank you for your support, and I 
wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday.

December 22 - Early Release 1:38 p.m.
December 23 - January 2 - No School (Winter Break)
January 3 - No School for Students, Teacher/Staff 
Professional Day
January 17 - No School - MLK Day
January 18 - 2 Hour Late Start Day
January 31 - No School for Students, Staff Professional 
Learning and Collaboration
February 11 - No School for Students, Staff Professional 
Learning and Collaboration
February 21 - No School - Presidents Day
February 22 - 2 Hour Late Start Day

IMPORTANT DATES
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Students Helping Students
Buckeye Central Middle School’s social worker, Mrs. Colleen, recently started a 
tutoring program for students in grades 5-8.  Each Tuesday and Thursday, freshmen 
work with students during their study hall to boost their understanding of needed subjects.

Arts Students 
Perform on Big Stage
Each year, the Buckeye Central band plays 
at the Crawford County Veterans Day 
assembly in Bucyrus. This year, they were led 
by none other than Buckeye Central’s band and 
choir director, Mrs. Niese, who was named guest 
director for the entire county band. 
Additionally, theater students recently fulfilled 
their dream of performing on the big stage with 
their fall play, “Outta Control.” Congratulations to 
Mr. Heydinger and the cast for once again putting 
on an excellent show.  

Buckeye Central Elementary staff want students to know 
they play a critical role in what happens in their school. To 
this end, Principal Filliater introduced the Student Principal 
Advisory Committee. 
Third and fourth graders had the opportunity to apply for 
consideration, and 14 students were recently selected to participate. 
One of their responsibilities is to identify and recruit leaders from 
around the building for various roles. 
The goal of the committee is to give students a voice in the operation 
of the school. The committee cements the school’s core values of 
leading by example, with positive, respectful, responsible actions.

Third and Fourth Graders Named to Student Principal 
Advisory Committee



Middle School 
Celebrates World 
Kindness Day
In recognition of World Kindness Day, 
which occurred Nov. 13, the Buckeye 
Central Middle School Student/
Principal Advisory Committee decided 
to keep the focus on kindness through 
the whole month of November. 
They kicked off their month-long activities 
with a Spirit Week. Each week had a theme, 
including empathy, military, animals, and 
support staff. Uplifting music was played 
across the building each morning and trivia 
questions were posed to students related to 
the week’s theme. 
Thank you to our students for reminding us 
of the importance of kindness. 

Guest Speaker 
Employs Dance 
Steps While 
Sharing Words of 
Wisdom
Buckeye Central Elementary School 
students celebrated the end of 
the first nine-weeks with a special 
speaker, Judson Laipply. 
Mr. Laipply shared with students the 
importance of planning ahead - making 
a choice and thinking about that choice 
before acting; and why they shouldn’t let 
others’ opinions change their mind. He 
told students that people won’t always like 
or agree with their actions, and reminded 
them that they have the power to choose 
how they react to any situation. 
He concluded his time with students by 
dancing. His famous video, Evolution 
of Dance, demonstrates how things will 
always change and why we must remain 
flexible. Thank you to our PTO for hosting 
Mr. Laipply.  

Preschool Holds Pie 
With Parents Event
On Tuesday, Nov. 23, the rich aroma of pie 
- pumpkin, pecan, peach, cherry and apple 
- wafted through the Bitty Bucks Preschool. 
Buckeye Central’s youngest learners decorated 
table runners and helped create a Happy 
Thanksgiving banner for the special Pies with 
Parents event to help kick off Thanksgiving week. 
Thank you to all of the parents who donated pies 
and who support our preschoolers on a daily 
basis!
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Third and Fourth Graders Named to Student Principal 
Advisory Committee
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New Preschool Addition

Student 
Council 
Hosts Dance
Middle school students 
enjoyed their first semi-
formal dance thanks to 
Buckeye Central Middle 
School’s Student Council. 
The dance lasted two hours 
in the school’s multipurpose 
room. Music was provided by 
Buckeye Central High School’s 
National Honor Society. For 

those who 
didn’t want 
to show off 
their moves, 
cornhole, and 
other games 
were available 
in the cafeteria.

Students Compete in Quiz Bowl
Several high school students are competing in the Quiz Bowl this year. The team’s record stands at 
3-6 leading into their next tournament Dec. 10.
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Congratulations to Buckeye Central and more specifically, the staff of 
the Bitty Bucks Preschool Program, for achieving the highest rating 
with the Step Up to Quality system! 
Step Up to Quality is the Ohio Department of Education’s five-tiered quality 
rating system and recognizes Early Childhood Programs for meeting rigorous 
quality program standards. These standards exceed Ohio’s preschool licensing 
requirements and are intended to strengthen learning and development for the 
state’s youngest learners. 
The award is given based on the school’s ratings in the following categories:

• Learning and development
• Administrative and leadership practices
• Staff qualifications and professional development
• Family and community partnerships

Bitty Bucks Preschool opened in October 
2020 with a vision of providing a top-
notch early childhood experience for the 
district’s children and families and this 
designation is one more step in realizing 
this vision. 

Ohio’s Tiered Quality Rating & Improvement System

Bitty Bucks Preschool Receives Five Star 
Step Up to Quality Award
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Students Share Essays on the 
Importance of Veterans Day
Seventh grade students in Ms. Frederick’s English class have 

been working on expository essays throughout the first 
quarter of the school year. Topics varied, but several 
students chose to write about the significance of 
Veterans Day. 
Two Buckeye Central scholars - Brianna Rachel and 
Samantha Auck - took the assignment a step further by 
volunteering to read their essay at the Nov. 12 Veterans 
Day assembly. Both students did an excellent job sharing 

the reasons they believe this national holiday is of utmost 
importance.  

Elementary students gathered around the flagpole with 
invited guests Nov. 11 to lead a celebration in honor of those 
who have served our country.  
Students shared their definition of a veteran and what the holiday 
means to them. Additionally, they sang songs they had been practicing 
in music class, and concluded the event by introducing veterans in 
attendance. They were excited to meet the event’s oldest attendee, 
96-year-old veteran, Mr. Loy. 
Thank you to all who served our country!

Buckeye Central Elementary Celebrates Veterans Day

Using Modern 
Technology in 
Woodworking

Woodworking 
students 
got to use 
21st-century 
technology 
to complete a 
recent project.
They learned 
to make a dowel joint by joining three pieces of wood together. They used computer 
software and a Glowforge 3D Laser Printer to personalize their work with images they 
selected. 
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Middle Schoolers Conduct Maintenance 
at Outdoor Learning Lab
Eighth-grade students were recently joined by community members to 
complete maintenance on the school’s outdoor learning lab. 
Students first inspected the trails and pavilion to determine the needs before mapping 
out their project and necessary resources. Maintenance included clearing trails, pressure 
washing picnic tables, removing invasive species from the butterfly pollinator area, clearing 
brush, and digging post holes to place new signs for the solar system walk. 
This is one of many project-based learning initiatives taking place across the district. 
Project-based learning aims for students to develop a deeper knowledge of curriculum 
through active exploration of real-world challenges and problems. 

WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULES

Girls Basketball  2021-2022

11/26/21
11/27/21
11/30/21
12/04/21
12/11/21
12/14/21
12/17/21
12/18/21
12/22/21
12/29/21
01/08/22
01/14/22
01/15/22
01/22/22
01/2922
02/01/22
02/04/22
02/05/22
02/11/22
02/12/22
02/15/22
02/18/22

7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

H
A
H
H
A
A
A
H
H
A
A
A
H
H
H
H
A
A
H
A
A
H

Plymouth
Crestline
South Central
Colonel Crawford
Mohawk
New London
Seneca East
Carey
Upper Sandusky
Bucyrus
Wynford
Colonel Crawford
Lucas
Mohawk
Seneca East
Monroeville
Carey
Upper Sandusky
Bucyrus
New Riegel
Galion
Wynford

Date Time OpponentH/A

Wrestling  2021-2022

12/11/21
12/15/21

12/17/21
12/18/21
12/30/21

01/08/21
01/13/21
02/03/21
02/12/21
02/19/21

10:00 AM
6:00 PM

6:00 PM
10:00 AM
6:00 PM

10:00 AM
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

A
A

A
A
H

A
A
A
A
A

Bucyrus
Western Reserve-
   Collins
Elgin
Galion
St. Joseph Central/
   St. Mary Central
Carey
Willard
South Central
River Valley
Seneca East

Date Time OpponentH/A

Boys Basketball  2021-2022

11/19/21
11/23/21
11/29/21
12/03/21
12/07/21
12/10/21
12/18/21
12/21/21
12/28/21
12/30/21
01/04/22
01/07/22
01/11/22
01/15/22
01/18/22
01/21/22
01/28/22
02/03/22
02/05/22
02/07/22
02/10/22
02/12/22

7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
1:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
1:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
1:30 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM
1:30 PM

H
A
H
H
A
A
H
H
A
H
A
A
A
H
H
A
A
A
H
H
A
H

Willard
Crestview
Riverdale
Colonel Crawford
Mohawk
Seneca East
Carey
Upper Sandusky
Old Fort
Bucyrus
Shelby
Wynford
Colonel Crawford
Mohawk
Seneca East
Carey
Upper Sandusky
Bellevue
Bucyrus
Perkins
Lexington
Wynford

Date Time OpponentH/A
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Fall Sports Come to a Close, 
Seniors Sign Letter of Intent
Not only did our student-athletes have successful fall sports 
seasons, but four of our seniors recently signed letters of 
intent to continue their athletic endeavors at their college of 
choice. 
Congratulations to our boys’ golf team, who placed second in the 
N10 and competed in the district championship for the second year 
in a row. Our girls’ volleyball team also made it to the district finals 
where they lost a hard-fought match to Monroeville. A huge shout 
out to Caden Young, who was the first men’s cross country athlete to 
compete at the district meet for Buckeye Central in 10 years. 
We are also proud of the following seniors who will be competing at 
the next level:
• Parker Phenice will play volleyball at Jacksonville State 

University
• Isis Wagner will run track at Indiana Tech
• Claudia Pifher will play basketball at Ohio Dominican University
• Chelsea Niedermier will cheer for football and basketball at 

Ashland University
In addition to her success on the court, Claudia Pifher was also 
awarded a Heisman High School scholarship for her leadership at 
Buckeye Central and her efforts in academics and athletics. 
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